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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The invention claimed is: 

1. (Currently amended) A mobile phone having moons configured and arranged with: 
a display having m e ons -for displaying text/graphics: 

mems han arrangement of keys means-for inputting alphanumeric characters to the phone. 
means for selecting desired operational functionalities of the phone and m eans for moons -fef 
navigating sub-operational functionalities within a selected operational functionality wh e r e in th e 
improv e ment is choroct e rized b v : wh e roin th e improv e ment is choroct e riz e d bv and 

circuitry configured and arranged me»s-for hinting molcing a us e r owor e-efone or more 
next possible sub-operational functionalities available for user s e lection in said selected 
operational functionality such that said hinted one or more next possible sub-operational 
functionalities is communicated via a suitable alerting mechanism. 

2. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said m e ons for 
molting a us e r awar e suitable alerting mechanism is furth e r charact e riz e d by a first text menu list 
of suggested next possible sub-functionalities available for selection, said first text menu list 
being shown on said display Baeaas-in response to a chosen desired operational functionality 
being ohos e n by said funotionolity s e l e cting means . 

3. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said suitable 
alerting mechanism m e ans for molcing o user owor e is furth e r charact e riz e d by illuminating 
comprises one or more selection hinting k eys configured and arranged for illimiination each of 
which is associated with a.next possible sub-operational functionaliti e s functionality availabl e 
for user s e l e ction . 

4. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 2 wherein a text menu list 
containing at least one next possible sub-operational functionality is displayed in response to the 
operation of a corresponding one of said one or more selection hinting keys. 
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5. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said circuitry is 
further configured and arranged including m e ans for deactivating said suitable alerting 
mechanism m e ans for malcing a us e r awar e of n e xt possibl e sub - operational functionalities . 

6. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said suitable 
alerting mechanism moons for malcing a us e r awar e is further charact e riz e d by comprises one or 
more user action prompting instructions. 

7. (Previously presented) The mobile phone as defined in claim 6 wherein said user action 
prompting instruction is a text message representation. 

8. (Previously presented) The mobile phone as defined in claim 6 wherein said user action 
prompting instruction is a graphic message representation. 

9. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 3 wherein said illuminated 
selection hinting k ey is color illuminated. 

10. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 3 wherein said illuminated 
selection hinting k e y is arranged to flash e s flash on and off. 

11. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim i [8] wherein said suitable 
alerting mechanism comprises g raphic repr e s e ntation is fiirth e r charact e riz e d by showing on the 
mobil e phone display means one or more selection hinting k eys graphically represented on the 
mobile phone display each of which graphically represented selection hinting keys is configured 
and associated with f or possibl e sel e ction to activate a next possible sub-operational fimctionality 
corresponding to the given operational context and sequence progression step in the selected 
desired operational functionality. 

12. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 wherein said suitable 
alerting mechanism comprises m e ans for malcing a us e r awar e is fiirther characteriz e d by 
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providing one or more distinctive tones each of which tones corresponds to a given selection 
hinting key associated with a next possible sub-operational functionality functionalities available 
for user selection. 

13. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1, wherein said suitable 
alerting mechanism comprises m e ans for malcing a us e r awor e i s furth e r characterized by an icon 
of a selection hinting key corresponding to a short-cut key for carrying out the operational 
sequence progression steps corresponding to the selected desired operational functionality. 

14. (Currently amended) A mobile phone configured and arranged with h aviftg-a display for 
showing text/graphics, k e ypad m e ans an arrangement of keys f or inputting alphanumeric 
characters to the phone and;, £^selecting and accessing desired operational functionalities and 
features of the phone ^ wh e r e in th e phon e has at at_least one menu driven operational function, 
and, circuitry configured and arranged for hinting t h e improv e m e nt comprising means for 
malcing a user aware of one or more possible next feature selections available in the menu driven 
operational function. 

15. (Ciurently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 14 wherein said hinting one 
or more possible next features circuitry is arranged for m eans for making a user awar e is furth e r 
characterized by h ighlighting said one or more hinted n ext feature selections shown in a menu 
list of features in the menu driven operational function. 

16. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 14 wherein said hinting one 
or more possible next features circuitry is arranged for m eans for malcing a user aware is furth e r 
charact e rized by v oice announcement of said one or mor e hinted next feature selections available 
fi-om a list of features in the menu driven operational function. 
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17. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as define in claim 16 wherein said hinting one or 
more possible next features circuitry is arranged with further choractorized by voice recognition 
m e ans for responding to a spoken f eature selectio n spok e n by th e us e r . 

1 8. (Currently amended) A mobile phone configured and arranged with b av«g a display 
screen, a memory for storing at least one instruction set for carrying out the fimctions of the 
mobile phone, keypad m e ans an arrangement of kevs for selecting a desired fimction and for 
operating the mobile phone, the improvement charact e riz e d by m e ans for providing on circuitry 
configured and arranged for providing a hinting indication of next possible fimctionalities 
available for selection corresponding to the operational context and sequence progression steps 
of the given selected desired fimction. 

19. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 1 8 wherein said m e an s 
circuitry for providing an a hinting indicatio n comprises is fiirth e r characterized by a visual 
indication of one or more hinting keys each of whic h hinting keys is associated with a next 
possible functionality, availabl e for sel e ction. 

20. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 19 further comprises 
charact e riz e d in that the keypad m e ans is a physical keypad. 

21 . (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 18 further comprising 
charact e riz e d in that the keypad is a virtual keypad. 

22. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 19 further arranged for 
showing characterized in that a text message associated with each of said one or more hinting 
keys is shown on the display screen to explain the functionality of the key. 

23. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 19 wherein fa rther 
charact e riz e d in that said visual indication is an illuminated hinting key. 
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24. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 23 wherein fe rth^ 
charact e riz e d in that said illuminated hinting k ey is a colored hinting k ey. 

25. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 24 wherein fe tb^ 
ohoraot e riz e d in that s aid colored hinting k ey is arranged to change changes color to provide said 
visual indication. 

26. (Currently amended) The mobile phone as defined in claim 18 wherein said m e ans 
circuitry for providing m a hinting indication is fiirther comprises characterized by audio tones 
corresponding to one or more hinting k eys each of whic h hinting keys is associated with a next 
possible fimctionalit y available for selection . 

27. (Currently amended) A mobile phone configured and arranged with having a display 
screen, electronic circuitry circuit m e ans for carrying out the operational fimctions of the phone, 
a.memory means-coupled to the electronic circuitry means for storing at least one instruction set 
for controlling the operation of the phone, and meaft s an arrangement of keys for selecting a 
desired operational fimction, and circuitry configured and arranged t h e improv e m e nt 
charact e riz e d by m e ans f or hinting at next possible operational fimctionalities available for 
selection corresponding to the operational context and progression stage in the given selected 
desired fimction. 

28. (Currently amended) A method , comprising: 

-^^providing hinting capabilities in a mobile telephone charact e riz e d b y th e st e ps of: 
identifying a desired operational fimction; 
selecting the identified desired operational fimction; 

determining additional sub-fimctionalities available for the selected operational fimction; 
associating a key of the mobile phone with each of the available sub-fimctionalities as a 
hinting key : and 



6 



Attorney Docket No.: 944-004.036 
Application No.: 10/686,504 

identifying one or more of the associated hinting k eys to hint at one or more of t he next 
possible sub-functionalities available for selection corresponding to the given operational context 
and sequence progression step in the selected operational function. 

29. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 28 further comprising w h e r e in th e 
st e p of d e termining additional sub functionalities is further charact e rized by identifying all 
additional next possible functionalities available for selection. 

30. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 28 further comprising wh e r e in th e 
st e p of id e ntifying one or more associat e d keys is charact e riz e d by illuminating the hinting k ey 
for hinting to mak e a user awar e of its availability for selection as a next possible operational 
functionality. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 30 wherein the st e ps of 
illuminating the hinting key is-further charact e rized by comprises illuminating the hinting key in 
a color. 

32. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 31 wherein th e st e p of i lluminating 
the hinting k ey is-fiurther comprises characterized bv flashing the hinting k ey on and off. 

33. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 28 wherein th e st e p of identifying 
one or more associated hinting keys further comprises is charact e riz e d by showing an icon 
representing the associated hinting k ey on the display of the mobile phone for hinting t o mak e a 
user aware of its availability for selection as a next possible operational functionality. 

34. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 33 wherein further characteriz e d in 
^Mrt-the associated hinting key is a short-cut key. 



7 



Attorney Docket No.: 944-004.036 
Application No.: 10/686,504 



35. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 28 further comprising w h e r e in th e 
st e p of identifying one or more of th e associat e d k e ys includ e s th e s t e p of p roviding one or more 
distinctive audio tones each of which tones corresponds to an identified associated hinting k ey. 

36. (Currently amended) The method as defmed in claim 28 further comprising 
ohoraot e riz e d by operating one or more of the associated hinting k eys to select the sub- 
functionality corresponding to the operated associated hinting k ey. 

37. (Currently amended) The method as defined in claim 36 further comprising wher e in th e 
st e p of operating one or more of the associated hinting k eys through i s furth e r charactorized by 
voice recognition operation by speaking the name of the hinting key. 

38. (Currently amended) A computer program stored in a computer readable medium for 
carrying out the method s teps-of claim 28. 
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